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Introduction 

     The objective of this book is to provide information about each article and amendment to the 

Constitution in a way that the reader understands the requirements in relation to issues of the 

day.  Understanding not only our rights as citizens contained in the Constitution but the 

responsibilities of the federal and state governments.  Examples of decisions and actions where 

applicable are provided in relation to the article or amendment being discussed.  It is hoped this 

free book will provide a better understanding when the responsibilities of the federal or state 

government are exceeded in conjunction with laws, actions or decisions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Constitution begins with the preamble which is the basis for all the requirements contained 

within it.  The words of the preamble are provided below: 

“We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, 

insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and 

secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this 

Constitution for the United States of America.” 

The preamble to the Constitution refers to we the people of the United States.  The individuals 

who drafted the Constitution identified the fact that it is the people of the United States that 

created the Constitution.  In this respect it is our responsibility to know the requirements of it.  

Knowing our rights as contained within it is not enough it is about knowing the responsibilities 

of all government levels and to know when these authorities have been violated.  When this 

occurs it is our responsibility to hold individuals accountable for their violation and when we 

have the chance to remove them from office and replace them with someone who will honor the 

Constitution.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 1 

Article 1 

      Section 1 of this article specifically states that all legislative powers granted in the 

Constitution will be vested in a Congress of the United States consisting of a Senate and House 

of Representatives.  This section is critical to the separation of powers in our government. 

     The wording in this section of article 1 clearly states that legislative powers are granted 

exclusively to Congress not to any other branch of government or individual.  Many decisions 

are made by the President and our judicial system up to an including the U.S. Supreme Court.  

They do not have the power or jurisdiction to re-write or change the requirements of legislation 

passed by Congress and signed into law by the President in power when they were passed. 

     The President does have certain powers and administrative authority granted under the 

Executive Orders that are signed into place.  They basically give or should only give direction as 

to the instructions associated with the legislation to which various departments and agencies are 

entrusted to monitor and enforce.  Our justice system also has an impact with their decisions 

related to legislative actions. 

     The individuals who are part of our justice system have a big responsibility with regards to 

the decisions they make on legislative activity.  This includes not only the judges who serve in 

various courts but also the justice department.  There are many individuals who take their 

responsibilities seriously whether or not their supervisors or leaders have such character. 

      

Section 2  

     We have seen the requirements of this section in that it identifies the election of every 

member of the House of Representatives every two years.  It also identifies that no individual 

can serve in this part of our government under the age of twenty-five along with being a citizen 

for seven years.  One distinction identified in this section is a statement that the representative 

cannot be a resident of the state being represented.  This has been changed under Amendment 

XIV section 2 which provides for the election of representatives relating to being a citizen of the 

state.  The requirement of being a citizen opens the door for immigrants who come to this 

country to be able to serve as an elected representative for the state in which they live.  This is a 

good thing.  Individuals who meet these requirements if they choose can run for an elected 

office.  To gain some experience they can try to get appointed to a position which is not an 

elected one to get some name recognition and recognition for how the kind of decisions they 

make associated with their responsibilities. 

Section 3 

     This identifies the election of Senators by state legislatures and shall be comprised of two 

senators in each state.  The election of Senators was changed by Amendment XVII to be elected 

by the residents in each state.  Senators serve six year terms of which we are all familiar must be 



 

 

re-elected every six years.  While this provides for some consistency in terms of positions on 

legislative proposals once a senator is elected just like a representative removing them is not an 

easy task.  We have seen some in each category serve multiple terms and in some cases they 

should have been replaced.  This decision is up to those individuals who have the decision of 

keeping them or replacing them.  Two of the qualifications to be elected a Senator is the age 

requirement of thirty-five years and a citizen for nine years.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 2 

Article 2 

     Below is the wording in article 2 of the Constitution.  The language and requirements affect 

our political system.   

Section 1 

“The executive power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America.  He shall 

hold his office during the term of four years, and together with the Vice President, chosen for the 

same term, be elected as follows.” 

Paragraph one identifies the term limitations to some extent of the President and Vice President.  

This is an important distinction which our founding fathers chose to put in the Constitution.  

They understood that individuals at these offices of the country need to basically be a team or at 

least of the same political party.  In some state governments there have been cases where the 

second person in state government is of a different political party and can develop problems with 

implementation of programs identified by a governor. 

     In another aspect of this section it identifies the topic of executive power.  The power and 

authority of the President is identified within the Constitution in other parts to be discussed later 

in another chapter.  One point to make in this aspect is we have separation of powers with equal 

branches of government and some decisions which have recently been made raises questions 

whether they were within the authority of the office.  This is not a decision to be made by the 

general public but the legislature and our judicial system. 

 

Paragraph 2 is a critical aspect as it really is the critical aspect of finalizing the election results 

for President and Vice President.  The language is quoted below: 

“Each state shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of 

Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators or Representatives to which the State may be 

entitled in the Congress:  but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust 

or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector.” 

The point of this portion is to ensure those chosen to be an Elector should not and cannot be an 

individual who is in a position of trust or profit under the United States.  It is important that 

average citizens have the opportunity to be involved with this aspect of our election system.  

Whether this is the case is an open question as each state decides how their electors are chosen.  

One question about this aspect of our Constitution is whether this aspect should be eliminated to 

be replaced by a system which makes the voice of each state equal in the process.  Today several 

states have high electoral votes making larger states have greater impact.   



 

 

     Paragraph 3 of this article talks about the details of the voting process for those chosen to be 

electors.  The detail of the voting process is identified below: 

 

“The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons, of whom 

one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with themselves.  And they shall make a 

List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each; which List they shall sign 

and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States, directed to 

the President of the Senate.  The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and 

House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be counted.  The 

person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such Number be a Majority 

of the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if there be more than one who have such 

Majority, and have an equal Number of Votes, then the House of Representatives shall 

immediately chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person have a Majority, then 

from the five highest on the List the said House shall in like Manner chuse the President.  But in 

chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation from each State 

having one Vote; A quorum for this purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two 

thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice.  In every 

Case, after the Choice of the President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the 

Electors shall be the Vice President.  But if there should remain two or more who have equal 

Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President.” 

As you can see in the wording of paragraph 3 there are is a detailed process by which votes for 

the President and Vice President are counted and confirmed before declaring a winner.  Again 

the current process of electing our President and Vice President has been in place since our 

country began but the communication is far better now than it was then.  It would take a long 

time before the whole country would know who won the election.  Today this situation does not 

exist.  The Electoral College which is comprised of the Electors and the process need to be 

examined for possible changes or elimination.  Whatever system or revision is made if it is 

undertaken would require a change to the Constitution, not an easy process to accomplish. 

     The next paragraph gives some authority to Congress in determining when Electors are 

chosen and the day on which they shall give their votes.  This timeframe will be in place across 

the country.  The following paragraph identifies the eligibility requirements to run and become 

President.  One of the stipulations for becoming President is that the individual must be a natural 

born citizen.  To put it another way the President cannot be an individual who was not born 

within the United States or born to a citizen of the United States.  This aspect has seen some 

discussion in recent years but the requirement is clear.  An individual must be a natural born 

citizen to be eligible to be President.  Two other requirements include that an individual must be 

at least 35 years old and have been a resident of the United States for at least 14 years.  The 

words of these two paragraphs are provided below: 

 

 



 

 

“The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which they shall 

give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States.” 

“No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the 

Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any 

Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and 

been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.” 

Paragraphs 6 and 7 under this article identifies the process of replacing or temporally having 

someone in charge if the President is unable to discharge the Powers and Duties of his office.  

This can be from death, resignation or inability and in this case the Vice President takes over the 

duties.  It also identifies the salary of the President should not increase or decrease during his 

term of office.  The language of these paragraphs is provided below: 

“In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or Inability 

to discharge the Powers and Duties of said Office, the Same shall devolve on the Vice President, 

and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability, 

both of the President and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then act as President, and 

such Officer shall accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected.” 

“The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall 

neither be encreased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and 

he shall not receive within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any of 

them.” 

The last paragraph of article 2 provides a distinct statement about the responsibilities of the 

Office of President.  Individuals, who take the Oath of office commits to preserve, protect and 

defend the Constitution of the United States.  This part of the Constitution is the backbone of the 

responsibilities of a President.  The language of this paragraph is provided below: 

“Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation:-

-“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the 

United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of 

the United States.” 

A President in his actions and decisions must preserve, protect and defend the Constitution to the 

best of his ability according the oath he takes upon taking the office.  In the execution of his 

office he is responsible for all of the executive departments and agencies not the least of which is 

the Department of Justice.  This office along with all the other departments and agencies are 

tasked with the responsibility to uphold the laws issued by Congress. 

     In the execution of his duties he has the ability to issue executive orders to provide direction 

to those who work directly for him in accomplishing their responsibilities.  In some cases there is 

need for clarification dependent upon the language in specific laws but in other situations the 



 

 

language of the law is clearly stated.  Executive orders are meant to give direction in enforcing 

legislation not meant to disregard or ignore the requirements of legislation signed into law by 

him or previous Presidents.  Violations of this requirement are subject to review and action by 

Congress if the laws are not adequately enforced.  We as individuals may clearly understand 

when decisions by any President is either ignoring or changing the requirements of laws which 

he is sworn to uphold.  Our involvement in these situations is limited as we must rely on 

Congress to take appropriate action.  If such action is not taken when we the public feel it should 

be we can exercise our displeasure through our votes when we must choose to keep or ignore our 

elected officials. 

     Granted there are a number of actions and issues which surface on a daily basis and having 

the resources and directing them to address the critical situations is part of the power of an 

executive order.  The federal government is the entity to not only protect the freedoms we have 

under the Constitution but to ensure they are not threatened by the actions of Congress, the 

President or any executive department or agency.  No executive order should give instructions 

contrary to federal law. 

 

Section 2 in this article not only identifies some of the responsibilities of the office of President 

but it also identifies with whom he must get agreement on certain actions.  Paragraph 1 of this 

section identifies the President as Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United 

States and of the Militia of the several states.  Since the Constitution was enacted we have added 

two branches of service, the Marines and the Air Force.  The President also has powers to grant 

Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States except in Cases of Impeachment. 

     Issuing pardons by a President typically takes place at the end of his administration.  Some of 

these pardons sometimes raise questions as to why they were granted given the circumstances 

surrounding the individuals being pardoned.  The language of the 1
st
 paragraph in this section is 

provided below: 

“The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of 

the Militia of the several States, when called into the actual Service of the United States; he may 

require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, 

upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to 

grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in Cases of 

Impeachment.” 

Pardons have become a routine event which is expected at the end of a term of office.  There 

have been questionable decisions with regards to who receives a pardon and who does not.  In 

many cases the appearance projects rewarding supporters by eliminating violations they may 

have committed during campaigns.  Decisions to pardon should not be based upon political 

activity or promised favors but the facts in each case.  Each case should be evaluated 

individually.  Granted a President does not necessarily know all the details of individual cases 



 

 

and it is up to his support team to investigate and recommend the pardon be issued.  It all comes 

down to taking responsibility for the decisions made. 

     The last two paragraphs of this article talks about decisions made by the President for which 

he must have concurrence of two thirds of the Senators present to concur.  This includes the 

appointment of Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the Supreme Court 

and all other Officers of the United States.  In the last paragraph the Constitution allows the 

President to fill all vacancies that may happen during the Recess of the Senate by granting 

Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next Session. 

     In respect to filling vacancies while the Senate is in Recess has seen some questionable 

actions/decisions whether the Senate was in Recess or not when the President filled vacancies 

without the concurrence of the Senate.  The requirement for concurrence of two thirds of 

Senators present concurring in appointments appears to have gone by the wayside based on a 

change of the operational rules of the Senate.  Actions taken at least in some cases appear to 

eliminate the need for a two thirds vote on confirming appointments.  Whether this is in violation 

of the Constitution is open for discussion whether the change of the rules violates the 

administrative requirements of the Senate.  The language of the last two paragraphs of this article 

is noted below: 

 

“He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, 

provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the 

Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and 

Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose 

Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law:  but 

the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in 

the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.” 

“The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the Recess of 

the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next Session.”  

Section 3 in this article identifies a requirement for the President to present to both houses of 

Congress a speech on the State of the Union along with presenting recommendations for 

consideration by Congress.  As previously mentioned it identifies that he shall take care the laws 

be faithfully executed and shall commission all the officers of the United States.  The words are 

clearly written for what the President is required to do as part of his responsibilities.  The words 

are presented below: 

“He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and 

recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he 

may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of 

Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to 

such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he 



 

 

shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the 

United States.” 

The final section of article 2 identifies conditions or situations in which a President, Vice 

President and all civil Officers of the United States, shall be removed from Office.  Examples 

include Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and 

misdemeanors.  Removing a President from office or any other individual has never happened in 

the history of our country but the conditions cited in section 4 clearly present the reasons for 

such action to take place.  It is the responsibility of Congress to live up to its responsibility to 

take such action if these situations take place.  Section states: 

“The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States, shall be removed from 

Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and 

Misdemeanors.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 3 

Article 3 

     The importance of this article cannot be underestimated.  It identifies the need for a judicial 

system as a part of a three tier government.  Our judicial system is a check on the legislative and 

executive branches of government.  Section 1 identifies the creation of a system some of which 

is left up to Congress as to the levels to be created in addition to those identified in this article.  

The language of the first two sections identifies the scope over which our judicial branch has 

authority and it raises questions as to whether this part of our government is properly handling 

their responsibilities.  The language of these sections is provided below: 

 

“The judicial Power of the United States shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such 

inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish.  The judges, both of 

the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall at 

stated Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during 

their Continuance in Office.” 

“The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this Constitution, 

the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their 

Authority;--to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;--to all Cases 

of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction;--to Controversies to which the United States shall be a 

Party:--to Controversies between two or more States;--between a State and Citizens of another 

State;--between Citizens of different States,--between Citizens of the same State claiming Lands 

under Grants of different States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, 

Citizens or subjects.” 

I am not going to go into each paragraph in this part of our Constitution but I will provide the 

language in the remaining paragraphs.  They are provided below with quotation marks. 

“In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those in which a 

State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction.  In all the other Cases 

before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellateJurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, 

with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress shall make.” 

“The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall 

be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been committed; but when not committed 

within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have 

directed.” 



 

 

“Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War against them, or in adhering 

to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort.  No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless 

on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.” 

“The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of 

Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person 

attainted.” 

The creation of our judicial system throughout the country was a smart move by our founding 

fathers who knew we needed some checks against the other two branches of government.  There 

are thousands of cases processed through our court system each year taking in some cases 

months to come to a decision.  There are many issues some of which are controversial for which 

decisions are made.  In other cases there are criminal proceedings which must be processed with 

a final decision made either by a judge or jury. 

     With regards to criminal proceedings there is a requirement within our Constitution for a 

speedy and fair trial but overall this aspect seems to be missing from our judicial system.  It is 

right however, that any criminal proceeding provide a means of justice not only for the accused 

but also for any victims.  Fair trials are the backbone of our justice system and no one wants any 

proceeding to be rushed through and come up with a bad decision or at least one for which the 

public may disagree. 

     Within our system of justice we have various levels of courts ranging from local state and 

federal.  Judges who sit on the bench are either elected or appointed.  It is important in any case 

that they be free from political interference regarding cases for which they are administering.  

Judges who are appointed sometimes sit on the bench without an expiration date and this has 

some benefits but it also has some negatives. 

     Judges at various levels must make decisions based on the laws affecting their level of 

authority.  This includes local, state and federal laws.  With respect to the Supreme Court in each 

of the states and at the federal level their limit of authority 

 

In all cases they must comply with federal law as it applies to the cases they are administering.  

In addition they must conform to state laws as they apply to their cases.  One point about 

complying with applicable laws in many cases if not all judges has discretion as to the sentences 

they can impose.  This is where the question of whether our judicial system is living up to its 

responsibility.   

     Each case and circumstances are judged based on the facts surrounding the issue and in some 

cases it is decided by a prosecutor.  If it is decided to not go forward with a case it should be 

based on the evidence not the political ramifications of the issues involved.  There are two 

distinct levels of our judicial system one such as the Supreme Court has been discussed but the 

other is the Department of Justice.  The Department of Justice and the Attorney General has a 

clear responsibility to enforce the laws of our country.  Decisions regarding cases or developing 

cases should be based on actual facts not a political objective. 



 

 

     Recent information regarding violations of individual privacy by federal agencies or 

departments should be investigated by the Department of Justice.  Some cases may or should 

require an independent prosecutor to determine the facts regarding specific issues.  If the facts 

support prosecution cases should go forward, not ignored or postponed.  Our rights under the 

Constitution should be protected at all costs and our justice system regardless of where the 

responsibility lies, individuals and/or agencies should be held accountable.  Citizens need to have 

confidence in our justice system again and this can only happen if cases are properly handled 

through our court system.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 4 

Article 4 

     This article essentially is about protecting and providing for a government which not only 

protects the financial stability of our country but also identifies rights of citizens which are held 

regardless of the state in which they travel or live. In addition other topics are addressed and will 

be discussed as each section and paragraph is presented. 

     In section 1 it talks about the full faith and credit to be given to each state to the public acts, 

records and judicial proceedings of every other state.  Congress has some responsibility 

associated with this section which includes prescribing the manner in which such acts, records 

and proceedings shall be proved and the effect thereof.  Section 1 language is provided below: 

 

“Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, Records, and judicial 

Proceedings of every other State.  And the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner 

in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof.” 

 

In section 2 it talks about criminals fleeing to another state after committing a crime and provides 

for the extradition back to the state in which the crime or crimes were committed.  The content of 

section 2 is provided below: 

 

“The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the 

several States.” 

 

“A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee from 

Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the State 

from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the 

Crime.” 

 

“No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into 

another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such 

Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or 

Labour may be due.” 

 

Under the next section in this article of the Constitution it talks about new states entering the 

union and the responsibility of Congress to oversee this action and the limitations of such action.  

It basically prevents new states from being created as a part of another state or states without 

their consent.  In addition it also identifies the requirement for Congress to make needful rules 

and regulations respecting the territory or property belonging to the United States, prejudice any 

claims of the United States or any particular state.  Below is what section 3 provides in terms of 

requirements and responsibilities. 



 

 

“New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be formed 

or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of 

two or more States, or Parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States 

concerned as well as of the Congress.” 

 

“The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations 

respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this 

Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, or of any 

particular State.” 

 

The last portion of this article refers to the guarantee that the United States to every state in the 

union a republican form of government and shall protect them from invasion and domestic 

violence.  The aspect of protection against domestic violence is clearly a need today with the 

number of groups and individuals causing damage and death within our country.  Domestic 

violence is something many states may not have the resources it needs to respond to these kinds 

of events and in putting this requirement in the Constitution it brings forth the support of the 

government to help respond to such acts.  The exact wording of section 4 is provided below: 

 

“The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of 

Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application of the 

Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic 

Violence.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 5 

Article 5 

     Today there is a movement gaining steam in several states and it is related to this article in 

particular.  The current culture in Congress is on in which many individuals in particular states 

are tired of Congress not getting critical issues addressed.  In addition the political infighting and 

partisan politics is not doing the business of the country.  Some states have already taken steps in 

relation to this article in calling for a convention of states to propose and finalize an amendment 

or amendments to our Constitution.  The authority is granted in the words of this article provided 

below: 

 

“The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose 

Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the 

several states, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be 

valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of 

three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the 

other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment 

which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any manner 

affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, 

without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.” 

 

The interesting thing about this process is that we the people and our elected officials in state 

government can take action which cannot be overruled by Congress or the Courts.  The language 

created must be agreed upon by two thirds of the several states which is not an easy process but 

it is one many have felt needs to be taken.  The approval rating of Congress and overall the 

federal government is at the lowest it has been in years. 

     Our founding fathers and those who were involved in generating our Constitution were 

probably one of the smartest if not the smartest group of individuals ever to be found in one 

place.  The structure of the Constitution gives us the citizens/voters to make changes in how the 

government operates and the requirements under which it must comply.  We as voters can 

change the culture in Congress simply by our votes each election year and this year is no 

different. 

     Article V gives authority to states to create amendments to the Constitution upon agreement 

of two thirds of the states which cannot be overruled by Congress or our judicial system.  

Constitutional amendments if an when proposed by Congress must have concurrence of state 

governments which can take years to come to fruition.  The process under a convention of states 

has similar restrictions but it is one which can be utilized through elected officials in each of the 

states.   

     A convention of states to propose amendments may have been tried in the past but our current 

economic environment and political culture have brought this process to the front.  Changes need 



 

 

to take place in how our federal government operates.  It has become too large and overreaching 

in the actions through legislation, rules and regulations created.  In some cases actions are 

questionable whether they are allowed given the responsibilities of the federal government in the 

Constitution. 

     It is not known what amendment (s) will end up being proposed which must be concurred in 

by two thirds of state legislatures but it is clear that the movement for action by state legislatures 

is growing.  We have the power to change not only the size of government either through our 

votes or through a convention of states.  In this effort we must communicate to our state 

legislatures what we feel needs to be addressed in any amendment.  One possible amendment 

could be a requirement to have a balanced budget and others could involve some action to force 

the utilization of our energy reserves by removing restrictive regulations preventing an economic 

boom. 

     Other topics could include creating a requirement that any legislation must clearly cite the 

constitutional authority not only of proposed legislation but the connection of executive 

departments to authority if it exists in the Constitution.  Many departments may not have the 

constitutional authority to exist and could change government control of many sectors of our 

economy.  Exceptions could be made where it is in the best interest of the country to have the 

federal government involved with specific subjects. 

     Another action could be for executive departments to be required to submit regulations to 

Congress for review before they are generated.  It should also be prevented that regulations 

which will negatively impact our country and/or specific segments that they be disapproved.  It is 

well known that there have been many restrictive and overreaching rules and regulations which 

have harmed our economic situation.  Rules and regulations must cite not only the constitutional 

authority but the legislative authority for their issuance.  Some controls need to be in place to 

have the rules and regulations necessary and eliminate the possibility of rules and regulations 

which have no legislative or constitutional authority.  It is not known how the topics and culture 

not in place could be addressed through a convention of states but changes need to take place 

either through Congress or the process allowed under this article. 

     It is unique that this provision was incorporated into the Constitution when it was written.  

Our founding fathers displayed unique intelligence at this time in our country to provide a means 

for citizens to have an option to change the Constitution separate from Congress.  Congress in its 

wisdom or lack thereof has not taken the actions it should which has resulted in this movement 

taking place.  Many problems face our country and state legislatures by becoming a part of this 

movement which appears to be growing.  Legislatures in several states by their action are tired 

not only of what Congress is doing but what they are not doing to resolve critical issues needing 

resolution. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 6 

Article 6 

     This article contains a multitude of subjects which are applicable today as much as they were 

when the Constitution was written.  The first part of this article involves the debts of the United 

States.   

     “All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be 

as valid against the United States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation.” 

While the above paragraph points to the debts before the Constitution the principle was created 

the debts of the country will be honored.  The amount of debt we currently have is large to say 

the least but the largest part is the future debt owed to the American people through such 

programs as Social Security.  Making the Social Security system solvent will not be an easy task 

as funds have been borrowed from it for years.  Many individuals will be counting upon to get 

them through their retirement years by making it solvent would greatly reduce the debt our 

country now carries.  There are also other programs which are facing insolvency and solving 

those financial needs would again reduce our overall debt. 

     Hard decisions need to be made in the near future to resolve our financial instability.  The 

federal government cannot continue to just print money.    

     “This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance 

thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, 

shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any 

Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.” 

     “The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State 

Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several 

States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test 

shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States.” 

      The last two paragraphs relate to the authority of the federal government in generating 

agreements with other countries.  While treaties are basically negotiated by the President or 

Executive department they must be confirmed by Congress.  This is the element of separation of 

powers engrained in our Constitution and one which Congress needs to faithfully evaluate 

agreements made to ensure they are in the best interest of the country. 

     The last paragraph of this article is an important element of representing the people as a 

Senator or Representative.  When elected officials are sworn in just like the President they take 

an oath to uphold the Constitution.  It is something some of our elected officials appear to have 

forgotten given the actions being taken and the laws being proposed.  The rights we have under 

the Constitution should be protected by all who represent us not their political philosophy 

engrained in the party with which they are associated. 



 

 

     The important thing for all elected officials at all levels of government to remember is that no 

action to be proposed should be in violation of the Constitution.  It does not matter whether it is 

our Constitution or the Constitution of the state in which we live.  With regards to our federal 

constitution the federal government has certain specific responsibilities and the rest is left up to 

the states. 

      The line between federal authority and state authority has become blurred in recent years in 

relation to the laws, rules and regulations generated by Congress, the Executive Department and 

their agencies.  A central government was created under the Constitution to be a support function 

for the states not the states being a support function for a central government.  This is what 

appears to have taken place.  It did not happen overnight but the transition to this type of 

environment needs to be reversed.  As identified in the last paragraph of this article honoring the 

Constitution and the requirements within it is a basic part of the oath of office for our elected 

officials in Washington.   

     The control culture in Congress needs to be reversed.  Control of the type not in place needs 

to be given to the states except where the federal government has specific responsibilities under 

the Constitution.  Under amendment 10 to the Constitution the powers not delegated to the 

federal government are retained by the States.  Specifically the authority given to the federal 

government is included in section 9 of article 1 to the Constitution.  Our elected officials need to 

take a look at these responsibilities and if any proposed legislation does not clearly fit in these 

responsibilities then the proposal should not go forward. 

     It is clear that some of the executive departments which have been created by Congress do not 

fall within the authority granted to the federal government.  The only exception would be as a 

support function not a directive in relation to what should be done.  Guidance is the key but the 

decisions should be left up to each state to provide for the needs of their citizens.  Granted there 

needs to be some consistency and in some respects some executive departments do provide some 

support while others create rules and regulations which are dictatorial not suggestions. 

     The requirement to support the Constitution by all our elected officials especially in 

Washington should not be ignored as is presently the case by many of our current elected 

officials.  We as voters need to remind our elected officials at every turn that they are there to 

represent us and honor the Constitution not put in place their political party philosophy except 

when it is in agreement with the Constitution. 

    Honoring the Constitution is a responsibility of all branches of government.  The President, 

Congress and the judicial branches of government must honor the Constitution in all their 

decisions. This article as mentioned previously has specific requirements in relation to the 

authority and responsibility of all three parts of the government but none is more critical than 

honoring the Constitution.  Honoring the Constitution by both legislative bodies of Congress 

requires that one branch should not prevent a review of another branch’s proposals simply for the 

reason they disagree with the philosophy contained within it.  It is the responsibility of each 

elected official to honor the Constitution in making a decision to support or reject proposals 

being put forth for a vote.  The same is true with respect to committee chairmen and their 



 

 

authority. Committee chairmen have authority over what legislative proposals get to the full floor 

for a vote. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 7 

Article 7 

     This article is a simple and identifies the requirements for ratification of the Constitution 

when it was first written.  The requirements are provided below: 

     “The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the Establishment 

of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same. 

“The Word “the” being interlined between the seventh and eight lines of the first Page, The 

Word “Thirty” being partly written on an Erasure in the fifteenth Line of the first Page.  The 

Words “is tried” being interlined between the thirty second and thirty third Lines of the first Page 

and the Word “the being interlined between the forty thirty and forty fourth Lines of the second 

page done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present the Seventeenth Day 

of September in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the 

Independence of the United States of America the Twelfth In Witness whereof We have hereunto 

subscribed our Names, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 8 

Amendment 1 – Ratified 12/15/1791 

 

     The language of the first Amendment to the Constitution has seen many court battles 

regarding the content and the interpretation of what it represents.  Specifically the language 

covers five basic principles.  They are religion, free speech, freedom of the press, freedom to 

assemble and the right to petition the government for redress of grievances.  This article will 

attempt to address these principles and any court battles which have been generated or are being 

processed within our court system.  Before proceeding it is important to provide the specific 

language of the first Amendment which is provided below: 

      “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 

peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” 

 

     The first principle to discuss is freedom of speech.  This principle is one of the basic 

principles which allow us to voice our opinion on various issues.  While we have free speech 

there are limits with regards to violating the rights of others.  Freedom of speech is one of the 

important rights of many we have in this country and our founding fathers were intelligent 

enough to know that this right needed to be protected.  This is why this amendment was created.  

Free speech as identified under the 1
st
 Amendment is important to the fabric and function of our 

society. Examples of these limitations include the terms libel and slander.  We as individuals 

have a responsibility to not make false statements about individuals, organizations or causes that 

are not supported by the facts.  When violations of this nature exist it is the court system which 

must determine whether such violations were incurred.  These terms sometimes can be confused 

as to what they represent with regards to the laws surrounding them.  It does not make a 

difference whether such violations are written, verbal or other methods as identified in the 

definition of these terms provided below.      

 

Libel – definition by written or printed words, pictures, or in any form other than spoken words 

or gestures.   

 

Slander – defamation by oral utterance rather than by writing, pictures, etc. 

 

Freedom of speech is something that we must cherish and any attempts through government 

regulations or legislation should be fought.  In terms of controlling free speech and what is 

allowed through media opportunities the Federal Communications Commission has the 

responsibility to monitor and impose fines when events violate legislative or regulatory 

requirements in place.  The responsibilities of the Federal Communication Commission are quite 

involved and extensive and we as individuals must or should be aware of the responsibilities and 



 

 

actions taken or being considered by this agency.  Their website is www.fcc.gov.  The main 

responsibilities are provided below:  

 

“For the purpose of regulating interstate and foreign commerce in communication by wire and 

radio so as to make available, so far as possible, to all the people of the United States, without 

discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, or sex, a rapid, efficient, 

Nationwide, and world-wide wire and radio communication service with adequate facilities at 

reasonable charges, for the purpose of the national defense, for the purpose of promoting safety 

of life and property through the use of wire and radio communication, and for the purpose of 

securing a more effective execution of this policy by centralizing authority heretofore granted by 

law to several agencies and by granting additional authority with respect to interstate and foreign 

commerce in wire and radio communication, there is hereby created a commission to be known 

as the ''Federal Communications Commission,'' which shall be constituted as hereinafter 

provided, and which shall execute and enforce the provisions of this Act” 

 

     The Federal Communications Act of 1934 was amended in 1996 and brought major changes.  

The intention of this act is to provide for the regulation of interstate and foreign communication 

by wire, radio, and for other purposes.  The general provision under Title 1 section 1 states the 

following: 

 

     “The FCC is barred by law from trying to prevent the broadcast of any point of view. The 

Communications Act prohibits the FCC from censoring broadcast material, in most cases, and 

from making any regulation that would interfere with freedom of speech. Expressions of views 

that do not involve a “clear and present danger of serious substantive evil” come under the 

protection of the Constitution, which guarantees freedom of speech and freedom of the press. 

The FCC cannot suppress such expressions. According to an FCC opinion on this subject, “the 

public interest is best served by permitting free expression of views.” This principle ensures that 

the most diverse and opposing opinions will be expressed, even though some may be highly 

offensive.  The information presented about the Federal Communications Commission provides 

a connection between our right of free speech and government responsibilities.    

     Policy changes and sometimes new regulations are changing the way the FCC administers 

their responsibilities.  Some of the changes may make us wonder whether decisions being made 

are political in nature or just a natural progression of issues surrounding free speech.”   

 

      The next principle covered under the first Amendment is the freedom of religion.  This aspect 

of the 1
st
 Amendment to the Constitution seems to be in the news when someone disagrees with 

displays appearing to be religious in nature.  One of these issues is the display of the Ten 

Commandments.  The key argument in many cases is that the display of the Ten Commandments 

is a religious activity and should not be displayed on public land.  The point to make is that 

displaying of anything connected to religious beliefs does not constitute the establishment of a 

religion as identified in the 1
st
 Amendment.  There is no specific religion associated with the Ten 

Commandments.   

     One of the points to make about the Ten Commandments which is often forgotten is the 

connection to the laws we have in place.  Examples related to laws include murder, stealing and 

bearing false witness.  In this respect displaying the Ten Commandments is not establishing a 



 

 

religion it is basically a display of moral values.  The manner in which the Ten Commandments 

are displayed has a bearing on whether it is permissible.  This is evidenced by the fact through 

decisions of the Supreme Court who have upheld the display of some while others were 

identified as being in violation of the Constitution.  It is also important to note that the Ten 

Commandments are displayed as part of the building which houses the Supreme Court.  Through 

all the lawsuits filed there has never been one that challenged this display which constitutes 

display in a public building. 

     Freedom of the press is another critical principle engrained in the 1
st
 Amendment.  There have 

been court cases involving issues with regards to the sources for articles printed in the media.  

This right as identified in the 1
st
 Amendment is important to our society in getting information to 

the public they have a right to know.  This right however, comes with some responsibility.  

Topics published in all sorts of media outlets must be chosen wisely.  While the public has a 

right to information on various issues the journalists have a responsibility to curtail publication 

of issues that have critical application to our national security.  This may involve classified 

information where exposing it may place our intelligence capability at risk.  It is also important 

to understand that information regarding personnel who are involved with intelligence gathering 

may also be put at risk if the manner in which intelligence is gathered is published. 

     Freedom of the press and the journalists who author the stories must be responsible in what 

they report.  Clearly there is also some responsibility in providing accurate information to the 

public as anything less could affect decisions made by us as individuals.  We have a right to our 

opinion on the issues but the media must provide the facts without omitting information which 

has a bearing on our opinion. 

     The right to assemble under this amendment involves our right to assemble for peaceful and 

lawful purposes.  Lawful and peaceful purpose is the key under this principle.  Freedom of 

assembly allows the exchange of information to make sound decisions either as a group or as an 

individual as part of a group.  Two examples which are not often used is the right to assemble for 

watching a sporting event or express opinions in reference to government action.  There have 

been court cases regarding this principle involving such issues as unpopular sponsorship not 

being a crime.   

     The right to petition the government is another principle which involves our right to petition 

the government through the court system for damages causes by government actions.  It involves 

the right to appeal in favor of or against policies that affect them or in which they have strong 

opinions.  Part of this involves the right to collect signatures addressing the needs to take action 

on specific issues.  We have seen this take place many times where issues are placed on ballots 

in states to let the general public decide if the actions taken by government were acceptable and 

appropriate.      

     The information presented in this article only touched on a portion of the examples associated 

with each principle within the 1
st
 Amendment.  We as individuals have a responsibility to 

understand the limitations, if any, of the principles discussed.  We must always make sure our 



 

 

actions are within the guidelines deemed acceptable as defined by court decisions that have been 

made regarding 1
st
 Amendment rights. 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 9 

Amendment 2 – Ratified 12/15/1791 

 

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of 

the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 

 

The language of the 2
nd

 Amendment to the Constitution and the rights it defines has recently 

come under scrutiny with regards to events such as the shootings in Arizona.  When events such 

as this occur government starts to question the need for gun control to deter or minimize the 

occurrence of such events.  The rights as defined in the 2
nd

 Amendment to the Constitution were 

ratified on 12/15/1791.  The specific language of the amendment is identified below: 

“A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to 

keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.” 

 

     The access to firearms for individuals with mental conditions or those who would be a threat 

to our security should be closely examined after events such as the one in Arizona.  Gun control 

is a controversial issue which has been made into a political one.  Events involving shootings and 

the individuals who have been involved need to be addressed when it is determined their access 

should never have been given. 

     While we may not know specifically the reasons the 2
nd

 amendment was created we can look 

at the times involved.  Our country was in a different situation with regards to being young at the 

time this amendment was generated and the situation we are in today should not impact the rights 

as defined in the Constitution.   

     The rights of individuals to own firearms should not be questioned but the access of them by 

individuals who are unstable or a threat to our national security should.  In the beginning it was 

determined from the environment in existence at the time that individuals had the right and need 

to own firearms.  There were three reasons.  One was for the protection of their family, to 

provide food and the third was the need of the country at the time to have the availability 

individuals with firearms when the country needed them.    

     The shootings in Arizona and others in the past have brought the issue of gun control and the 

rights of individuals as defined under the 2
nd

 amendment to own firearms to the top of many 

discussions.  Some of the discussions may be justified with respect to the availability of guns for 

individuals with mental conditions or who are considered a threat to the security of our country.  

That being said the actions of a few individuals though they may be horrendous should not put 

the rights of other individuals in jeopardy with respect the content of the 2
nd

 Amendment or any 

other law currently on the books. 



 

 

     Granted there are instances where the availability to purchase firearms through gun shows 

raises questions about the ability to check the background of individuals wanting to make a 

purchase.  Links need to be provided to individuals selling firearms at such places as gun shows 

or flea markets so those who should not own firearms do not get access. 

     Congress has a distinct responsibility to provide guidance in the situations identified above 

and where guidance has been given it needs to be revisited to address the issues discussed above.   

Guidance is the key word in these situations except where the authority to issue specific 

legislation regarding responsibilities for which the federal government has jurisdiction.  The 

issue of gun control is just one example where our rights as individuals as defined in the 

Constitution are being examined through legislation.  Congress does have the responsibility to 

make appropriate laws to ensure our safety and security but they should consider a balance 

between our rights and the security of our country.  One example of a compromise though it is 

controversial is the Patriot Act. 

     Several pieces of legislation are being proposed in the Senate and House of Representatives 

regarding gun control issues.  One example is Senate bill S.436.  The basic purpose for this 

legislation is to establish a system to list all individuals who should be prohibited from buying a 

firearm in the national instant criminal background check system.  This would require a 

background check for every firearm sale.  Another Senate bill is Gun Control Background Check 

of 2011 (S.35).  In the House of Representatives there are also two pieces of legislation being 

proposed.  The first is H.R.591 which is titled Gun Show Loophole Closing Act of 2011.  

Another is H.R.227 titled Child Gun Safety and Gun Access Prevention Act of 2011. 

     Legislation associated with making changes in the access to guns are not limited by the ones 

identified in the preceding paragraph.  It is clear that there needs to be some action taken by 

Congress to address the access to guns by those who should not have them.  Each year there are 

hundreds if not thousands of pieces of legislation initiated.  When a topic becomes a hot one  

there seems to be more emphasis to make changes.  The issue of the right to own guns as defined 

in the 2
nd

 amendment cannot be changed without violating the Constitution.  What needs to 

happen is not changing the right to own guns through legislation but restricting access to those 

who should not have them.  One point to make clear is that law abiding citizens and their rights 

to own guns is not the problem.  Regardless of whether laws are on the books criminals will have 

guns.  Individuals need to have the capability of protecting themselves and their families and 

there should be no legislation that restricts that right if they are law abiding citizens.         

 

.    

          

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 10 

Amendment 3 – Ratified 12/15/1791 

“No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, 

nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law” 

This amendment relates to the actions of the British of requiring citizens to quarter soldiers 

without their permission.  Under the Constitution no citizen could be forced to house any soldier 

without the consent or willingness of the resident/owner of the house.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 11 

Amendment 4 – Ratified 12/15/1791 

     The language of this amendment provided below is relevant to actions being taken or have 

been taken by the federal government through the executive departments and agencies. 

“The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 

unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon 

probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be 

searched, and the persons or things to be seized.” 

The words above are clearly identifying the intent of our founding fathers with regards to 

unreasonable search and seizures.  Recent events such as the IRS scandal and, Homeland 

Security actions point to a violation of this amendment to the Constitution.  We as citizens and 

per the requirements of the amendment have a right to our privacy.   

     Privacy is a big thing with us as individuals and while government appears to be violating our 

privacy rights defined in the Constitution the rise of the Internet can reduce our privacy.  Granted 

we have options with regards to who can see what we post on social media sites.  Our right to 

privacy in some respects as to what information can be seen by visitors to websites is under our 

control to some extent.  This is not the case with actions of government.  Our founding fathers 

were clearly against the actions of our government in the new country.  They had seen such 

actions by the British and wanted some protection in the Constitution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 12 

Amendment 5 – Ratified 12/15/1791 

     The function of our judicial system is in large part defined by this amendment.  The language 

is noted below: 

“No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a 

presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or 

in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be 

subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in 

any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, 

without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just 

compensation.” 

     We often hear many times when crimes are committed that a grand jury is convened to review 

the evidence to determine if an indictment is required given the evidence in specific cases.  One 

of the important requirements of this amendment is the requirement that an individual cannot be 

subject to the same offense within our court system.  This can be a difficult task and once a 

decision is made by a court and sometimes jury appeals can be made to a higher court to review 

the proceedings.  Double jeopardy as it is called does not come into play under all appeals are 

resolved within the judicial system. 

     Another aspect of this part of the Constitution which sometimes appears to be violated 

involves when land is taken for public use without just compensation.  The issue in this aspect is 

who determines what just compensation is and are there other options to accomplish the 

objective.  Just compensation should be based upon the tax value usually determined by a county 

official and is based in my understanding the value of properties in the area.  Values should not 

be reduced simply for the reason of reducing the costs of government to acquire them.  The term 

applied to this is eminent domain and has been abused in many cases and actions of government 

are subject to review by the courts. 

     Government has responsibilities to the citizens they represent and taking action to acquire 

property must be done for the right reason.  There have been cases reported that decisions are 

being made to acquire property for the sole purpose of increasing revenue for a city.  This type of 

decision in my opinion is not complying with the letter of the Constitution in this amendment.  

Taking property for such things as highway expansion or road improvements may be logical but 

owners feelings need to be considered. 

     Cities need to comply with the requirements of the Constitution just like individuals and as 

such decisions to take property from owners must not be hastily made.  In another aspect if 

property is obtained for public and such public use has not taken place as projected when the 

property was acquired past owners should receive additional compensation.  Seizing property of 

owners as indicated above must go through the court system.  Courts typically have sided with 

governments in many cases but the decisions may not always be right.  Individuals have a right 



 

 

to own their property without being subjected to a government takeover.  Within the language 

provided above government must be certain conditions and while the words for public use or 

benefit is somewhat vague the courts should hold governments accountable.  Government must 

or should be required to prove that taking the land will benefit the public.  Another condition 

which should be in place is if there is no other avenue to accomplish the public use objective. 

     The powers of local government’s today in some cases is power hungry and want to exercise 

that power through the action of eminent domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 13 

Amendment 6 – Ratified 12/15/1791 

“In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an 

impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which 

district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause 

of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process 

for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence” 

     The requirement for a speedy and public trial today is difficult at best to accomplish.  The 

quantity of court cases today is enormous and is growing day by day.  It is great that criminals 

are being tried for their crimes but a speedy and public trial is not always achieved.  This 

situation is not always the fault of law enforcement and the courts.  It is a system deficiency. 

Some cases are high profile cases with which the public is quite interested and these can take 

months given the facts and the witnesses to be called upon to testify.   

     Along with a speedy and public trial the need for a fair trial is also a requirement of our 

justice system.  One of the requirements of this amendment involves the having a trial in the state 

and district where the crime took place.  Sadly this cannot always take place as a result of media 

coverage of the crime.  In these cases the requirement for a fair trial can only be accomplished 

through a venue change moving the trial to an area where not as much publicity has taken place. 

     All criminals have a right to a defense council but while they need to do the best job they can 

in defending a client they should also ensure that justice prevails.  This can be a difficult slope.  

Lawyers are sometimes appointed by a court and in so doing they have certain responsibilities.  

The integrity of our justice system is paramount in making sure all criminals receive a fair trial. 

      A critical point to make regarding the trial of criminals is that they are innocent until proven 

guilty.  In another aspect prosecutors before initiating a trial should make sure they have 

undisputed evidence the individual or individuals are guilty of the crime for which they are being 

charged.  Prosecutors in investigating a crime must ensure the evidence collected is protected 

from being compromised.  In addition crimes need to be fully investigated to ensure the right 

individual or individuals are being put on trial and not trying to make a name for themselves with 

regards to high profile cases.  The requirement for a fair trial also involves the need for the 

prosecutor to personally present all the evidence or provide it to the defense attorney.  

Withholding evidence or distorting the facts leaves a case open to appeal if the actions of a 

prosecutor did not diligently perform his responsibilities or ensuring the investigators did due 

diligence in investigating the crime.   

     It is a known fact that sometimes individuals are wrongly accused and are later released 

sometimes years later.  The causes of these occurrences sometimes involve making a deal with 

witnesses or accusers with regards to prosecuting them for their part in the crime.  In other cases 

witnesses may have a grudge against a defendant which taints the testimony.  The critical point 

of this amendment is that defendants receive a fair trial for crimes they are standing trial.    

 



 

 

Chapter 14 

Amendment 7 – Ratified 12/15/1791 

“In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of 

trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any 

Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.” 

The term common law as utilized within our judicial system is based on the principle that it is 

unfair to treat similar facts differently on different occasions.  Common law is not something 

unique as the estimate is that 2.3 billion people live in common law jurisdictions or in systems 

mixed with civil law.  Common law is widespread in England which is most likely the reason 

this was included in the Constitution.  The body of precedent is called common law. 

    There are many times court decisions utilized decisions in past cases where the same 

principles or facts or similar and often lawyers utilize past court decisions as a precedent to their 

case before the court.  There are two types of common law listed and discussed below: 

 

Pure Common Law:  arising from the traditional and inherent authority of courts to define what 

the law is, even in the absence of an underlying statute or regulation. Examples include most 

criminal law and procedural law before the 20th century, and even today, most contract and the 

law of torts.  

 

Interstitial common law:  court decisions that analyze, interpret and determine the fine 

boundaries and distinctions in law promulgated by other bodies. This body of common law), 

sometimes called "interstitial common law," includes judicial interpretation of the Constitution, 

of legislative statutes, and of agency regulations, and the law application of law to specific facts. 

 

The second type of common law as applied to our judicial system our courts including the 

Supreme Court interprets the requirements of the Constitution and applies it to the cases before it 

in making a decision.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 15 

Amendment 8 – Ratified 12/15/1791 

“Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual 

punishments inflicted” 

     The requirements in this amendment for imposing excessive bail in these times to some extent 

have changed.  Our world is different than when the Constitution was initiated and as society 

changed amendments were initiated and ratified.  With regards to excessive bail and excessive 

fines we have all seen where high dollar bail has been required and large fines have been 

imposed some by the federal government.  Recently we have seen departments or agencies of the 

federal government levy fines of huge amounts on companies who played a part in the economic 

downturn.  While this amendment primarily relates to our judicial system fines are levied by 

departments or agencies with what appears to be separate from our judicial system.  This may 

not necessarily be the case but with the number off fines being imposed raises the question 

whether they are in direct violation of this amendment. 

     With regards to excessive bail the term excessive is a relative term as what may be excessive 

to one individual is not to another.  There are cases where as a result of the crime or violation 

what are deemed to be excessive bail or fines is appropriate.  It is a manner of protecting citizens 

and imposing retribution for individuals or businesses harmed by specific crimes.  The main 

point of our judicial system is to have a fair court process and protect the citizens of our country 

and in some cases specific locations. 

     With regards to cruel and unusual punishment it depends on your definition of what is cruel 

and unusually punishment and in many respects what the government deems to be cruel and 

unusual punishment.  This amendment does not define cruel and unusual punishment but court 

cases have in several instances.   

       When this amendment was first ratified the conditions deemed to be cruel and unusual 

punishment included torture, deliberately degrading punishment, or punishment that is too severe 

for the crime committed.  It helps to guarantee due process.  In addition to this amendment the 

14
th

 amendment applies the limits of cruel and unusual punishment to states for state crimes and 

most state constitutions also bar this activity.  The death penalty has also been considered to be 

cruel and unusual punishment in many cases but the Supreme Court stated the following:  has 

held that the death penalty itself is not inherently cruel, but has described it as "an extreme 

sanction, suitable to the most extreme of crimes" (GREGG V. GEORGIA, 428 U.S. 153, 96 S. Ct. 

2909, 49 L. Ed. 2d 859 [1976]).   

       

“   

 

 



 

 

Chapter 16 

Amendment 9 – Ratified 12/15/1791 

“The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or 

disparage others retained by the people.” 

This amendment basically is about the construction of the Constitution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 17 

Amendment 10 – Ratified 12/15/1791 

This amendment is a basic identification to the responsibilities of the federal government with 

respect to the powers as delegated by the Constitution.  The language is provided below: 

“The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 

States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.” 

Much has occurred since our country first began but the basic premise under this amendment 

was that the states retain the powers not delegated to the federal government.  It is clear under 

this part of the Constitution that the founding fathers wanted the states to retain specific 

responsibilities not identified as a federal government responsibility. 

      

Article 1 Section 8 – powers of Congress 

The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to 

pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the United 

States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States;  

 

The above requirements points to be basic responsibilities of the federal government with which 

we are all familiar.  In reference to laying and collecting taxes our tax system which is in place is 

complicated and sometimes confusing.  It is difficult for individuals and businesses to understand 

the requirements in many cases which apply to them.  Some businesses have individuals whose 

job it is to know the rules to avoid violating the tax rules and regulations. 

 

To borrow money on the credit of the United States 

 

It is the responsibility and authority of the federal government to borrow money on the credit of 

the United States to meet its obligations.  The inference in this part of the Constitution is that it 

should not be a recurring action.  While within its authority the debt of the United States has 

risen to levels unseen in our entire history.  During the two world wars and other conflicts our 

debt was not this high.  Granted different factors were in place but legislation passed by 

Congress and signed by the President has increased its obligations.  In some areas the increase in 

obligations are justified but the expansion or addition of several programs through legislation 

may not be justified. 

 

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the 

Indian Tribes;  

 

Regulating the commerce with foreign nations and among the states is a clear responsibility of 

the federal government.  Legislation however, being enacted or which has been enacted attached 

this clause within legislation to justify legislation being created with not real connection or 

purpose.  The commerce clause of the Constitution has been misused by both political parties but 

none so much as in the last several years.  Regulating commerce is an important function of the 



 

 

federal government and involves many sectors of our country.  Actions taken associated with this 

clause must be the right decisions not based on political philosophy. 

 

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of 

Bankruptcies throughout the United States;  

 

The first part of this portion of the Constitution is associated with the naturalization of 

individuals who enter this country and want to become citizens.  This aspect of the Constitution 

and the requirements within current legislation is not being enforced.  While there needs to be 

some revision to this part of the Constitution agreement on what the revisions should include has 

been an issue between Congress and the President.  It is the responsibility of Congress to have 

proper rules and regulations to provide a process for individuals to become citizens. 

     The road to citizenship is currently defined but issues with the border and the influx of 

individuals crossing it illegally needs some resolution through a revision of the current system.  

There are currently millions of illegal immigrants in our country and decisions need to be made 

to address the problem.  It needs to be a bi-partisan solution not one party philosophy over 

another. 

     In addition Congress is responsible to establish uniform laws associated with individuals and 

companies filing bankruptcies.  The current economic conditions find many individuals feeling 

the need to file bankruptcy and the process and requirements must be consistent across all states.  

It should not be easy but not so hard that it is difficult to meet the conditions. 

 

 

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of 

Weights and Measures;  

 

     The standards to coin money also involve keeping the value of the currency high which 

requires a solid financial foundation.  If states were to coin their own currency there would be 

problems with one state accepting the currency of another.  This is why the founding fathers 

placed this responsibility on the federal government.  In addition there needs to be a uniform 

standard of weights and measures.  We do not think about this much but having standards which 

determine how many ounces make a glass or requirements for calibrating measures for 

measuring the dimensions of all kinds of products. 

 

 

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the 

United States;  

 

Along with the responsibility of coining money the responsibility for punishing those who 

produce counterfeit currency falls under the jurisdiction of the federal government. 

 

 

To establish Post Offices and Post Roads;  

 

     Regulation or monitoring of the Post Office is a responsibility and rightly so of the federal 

government.  The current financial situation of this critical segment of our society needs to be 



 

 

resolved.  While it is the responsibility of the federal government to address the needs of this 

organization the competition has been growing through such technology as email.  The rising 

costs of postal operations has made the general public to find other options such as UPS and 

FedEx to ship their packages. 

 

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to 

Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries;  

 

This aspect of the Constitution with regards to writings involves the function of copyright and 

the registration of books for possible lawsuits if copyrights are violated by the use of 

unauthorized individuals or organizations.  Authors and inventors have exclusive right to their 

work but there are time limits to some extent 

 

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court;  

 

This amounts to our judicial system not only the federal but state and local courts.  There is a 

process to appeal decisions by lower courts 

 

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offenses 

against the Law of Nations;  

 

This aspect puts the responsibility upon the federal government to prosecute crimes committed 

on the high seas. 

 

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning 

Captures on Land and Water;  

 

This aspect puts the responsibility of declaring War upon Congress but actually declaring war 

these days is remote.  Wars in the past are different than today.  Today military action are 

basically     

 

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a 

longer Term than two Years;  

 

The limit of appropriation of money to fund what originally to support armies is still in place. 

The difference is that planning ahead the services develop a multiyear plan such as five years 

which is reviewed when funding is being considered each time by Congress. 

 

To provide and maintain a Navy;  

 

This aspect basically identifies a Navy but it has been expanded to other services such as the 

Army, Air Force and Marines.    

 

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces;  

 



 

 

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress 

Insurrections and repel Invasions;  

 

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the Militia, and for governing such 

Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the States 

respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia 

according to the discipline prescribed by Congress;  

 

The above paragraph relates to the organizing, arming and disciplining the Militia or in our case 

the armed services.  Today there is a uniform code of military justice which is the disciplining 

body of he services. 

 

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding 

ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and the acceptance of Congress, 

become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to exercise like Authority 

over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in which the Same 

shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful 

Buildings;  

 

And To make all Laws which shall be necessary and roper for carrying into Execution the 

foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of 

the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof 

 

As identified above it calls for the government to make all laws necessary for executing the 

powers vested in the Constitution in the government of the United States or any department or 

officer thereof.  The President as head of the Executive Department is responsible for giving 

direction to the executive departments and agencies.  Though not specifically identified in the 

Constitution this is accomplished through executive orders.  The purpose of an executive order is 

to provide guidance for enforcement of the laws passed by Congress and signed by a President.  

Executive orders cannot or should not change the laws or direct that laws not be enforced.  The 

President is responsible for enforcement of laws and has not powers to change, delay or ignore 

the content of legislation with which he may disagree. 

 

Article 1 Section 9 Limits on Congress   

The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think 

proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand 

eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not 

exceeding ten dollars for each Person.  

 

The privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases of 

Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it.  

 

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.  

(No capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or 

Enumeration herein before directed to be taken.) 

(Section in parentheses clarified by the 16th Amendment.) 



 

 

 

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State.  

 

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of 

one State over those of another: nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged 

to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another.  

 

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made 

by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of 

the Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time.  

 

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any 

Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the Congress, accept of 

any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince or 

foreign State 

 

The limits on Congress through this amendment in addition to the constitutional responsibilities 

are important to understand.  Over the years many laws have been passed which border on 

unconstitutionality as they are not part of their responsibilities or they conflict with the 

Constitution.  Limits on Congress are responsibilities given to the states through Amendment 10 

to the Constitution.   

Article 1 Section 10 Powers prohibited by the states   

No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque 

and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a 

Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law 

impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.  

 

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports 

or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing it's inspection Laws: 

and the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, 

shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws shall  

be subject to the Revision and Controul of the Congress.  

 

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or 

Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with another State, or 

with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent 

Danger as will not admit of delay.  

 

The powers prohibited by the states are the powers which the Congress has as part of their 

congressional authority.        

 



 

 

Chapter 18 

Amendment 11 – Ratified 2/7/1795 

“The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit in law or 

equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States by Citizens of another State, 

or by Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign State” 

This amendment identifies some of the limits of the judicial system with regards to citizens of 

another state or citizens or subjects of any foreign state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 19 

Amendment 12 – Ratified 6/15/1804 

 

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for President and Vice-

President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves; 

they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the 

person voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as 

President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of the number of votes for each, 

which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the 

United States, directed to the President of the Senate;-- 

 

The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, 

open all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted;-- 

 

The person having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the President, if such 

number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no person have such 

majority, then from the persons having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of 

those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, 

the President.  But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, the representation 

from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or 

members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a 

choice.  And if the House of Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of 

choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-

President shall act as President, as in the case of the death or other constitutional disability of the 

President.  

 

The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if 

such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a 

majority, then from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-

President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, 

and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice.  But no person 

constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of 

the United States 

 

This amendment basically identifies in real terms how our President and Vice President is 

elected.  It is not by popular vote but the votes of the electors which in some cases are required to 

honor their individual states decisions but in some cases this requirement is not in place but 

understood. 

 



 

 

Chapter 20 

Amendment 13 – Ratified 12/6/1865 

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party 

shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their 

jurisdiction.  
affects 11 

 

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.  This the amendment 

which abolished slavery in the United States 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 21 

Amendment 14 – Ratified 7/9/1868 

 

1:  All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction 

thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside.  No State 

shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of 

citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or 

property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the 

equal protection of the laws. 

 

2:  Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to their 

respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding 

Indians not taxed.  But when the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for 

President and Vice President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the 

Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is 

denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age,
15

  and 

citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, 

or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion 

which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens 

twenty-one years of age in such State.   
affects 2 

 

3:  No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of President 

and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under 

any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an 

officer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an executive or 

judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have 

engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the 

enemies thereof.  But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such 

disability. 

 

4:  The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, including debts 

incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or 

rebellion, shall not be questioned.  But neither the United States nor any State shall 

assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against 

the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such 

debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal and void. 



 

 

5:  The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions 

of this article. 

 

     Amendment 14 to the Constitution provides the details of citizenship and requires the 

United States will not deprive any citizen of the right to life, liberty or property without 

due process.  Persons who are born or naturalized are deemed to be citizens of the United 

States.  The naturalization process is one which has become complicated in recent years 

with the amount of illegal immigrants in the United States.  Addressing immigration 

issues are within the federal government authority under this amendment.  It also 

identified the requirement of equal protection under the law.  In addition it prohibits any 

state from passing laws which abridge the immunities or privileges of citizens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 22 

Amendment 15 – Ratified 2/3/1870 

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the 

United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of 

servitude. 

The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 23 

Amendment 16 – Ratified 2/3/1913 

 

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from whatever source 

derived, without apportionment among the several States, and without regard to any census or 

enumeration. 

This amendment is the basis for our income tax system which has been under consideration for 

reform but nothing has taken place to date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 24 

Amendment 17 – Ratified 4/8/1913 

 

1:  The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, 

elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote.  The 

electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most 

numerous branch of the State legislatures. 
affects 3

 

2:  When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, the executive 

authority of such State shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies:  Provided, That 

the legislature of any State may empower the executive thereof to make temporary 

appointments until the people fill the vacancies by election as the legislature may direct. 
affects 4

 

3:  This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or term of any 

Senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the Constitution. 

This identifies the requirements of having two senators from each state elected by the 

people for a period of six years and that each Senator shall have one vote. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 25 

Amendment 18 - 12/5/1933 

     “1:  After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture, sale or transportation 

of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the 

United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby 

prohibited.” 

“2:  The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power to enforce this article by 

appropriate legislation.” 

“3:  This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the 

Constitution by the legislatures of the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within 

seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 26 

Amendment 19 – Ratified 8/18/1920 

 

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the 

United States or by any State on account of sex.  
  

 

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 27 

Amendment 20 – Ratified 1/23/1933 

1:  The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th day of 

January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3d day of January, 

of the years in which such terms would have ended if this article had not been ratified; 

and the terms of their successors shall then begin.   
affects 5

 

2:  The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall begin 

at noon on the 3d day of January, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.   
affects 5

 

3:  If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, the President elect 

shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become President.  If a President shall not 

have been chosen before the time fixed for the beginning of his term, or if the President 

elect shall have failed to qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act as President until 

a President shall have qualified; and the Congress may by law provide for the case 

wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice President elect shall have qualified, declaring 

who shall then act as President, or the manner in which one who is to act shall be 

selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice President shall 

have qualified.   
affects 9

    
affects 14

 

4:  The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any of the persons from 

whom the House of Representatives may choose a President whenever the right of choice 

shall have devolved upon them, and for the case of the death of any of the persons from 

whom the Senate may choose a Vice President whenever the right of choice shall have 

devolved upon them.   
affects 9

 

5:  Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October following the ratification 

of this article. 

6:  This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to 

the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven 

years from the date of its submission.  

Several amendments to the Constitution are affected by the requirements contained 

within it.  The impact and relationship to amendments impacted are provided below: 

       Amendment 5 - trial and punishment, compensation for taking 

Amendment 9    the construction of the constitution is provided in this amendment 

Amendment 14 – Citizenship rights 

 



 

 

Chapter 28 

Amendment 21 – Ratified 12/5/1933 

1:  The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States is hereby 

repealed.  
affects 16

 

2:  The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or possession of the United 

States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, 

is hereby prohibited. 

3:  This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to 

the Constitution by conventions in the several States, as provided in the Constitution, 

within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress.   

 

     This amendment repealed prohibition covered in amendment 18.  Beyond that it needs 

no further explanation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 29 

Amendment 22 – Ratified 2/27/1951 

 

“1:  No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than twice, and no 

person who has held the office of President, or acted as President, for more than two 

years of a term to which some other person was elected President shall be elected to the 

office of the President more than once.  But this article shall not apply to any person 

holding the office of President when this article was proposed by the Congress, and shall 

not prevent any person who may be holding the office of President, or acting as 

President, during the term within which this article becomes operative from holding the 

office of President or acting as President during the remainder of such term.” 

“2:  This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to 

the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states within seven 

years from the date of its submission to the states by the Congress.” 

 

This amendment is about limiting how many times an individual can hold the office of 

President either elected or acting as President.  No individual can be elected to the office 

of President more than twice.  Prior to this amendment being ratified in 1951 there was 

no limit as to how many times an individual could hold the office of President. 

     Limitations on the number of times an individual can hold these offices are a good 

thing.  Such limitations should be place upon Congress identified as term limits. 

Presently there is no limit as to how many times an individual can hold the office of 

Senator or a representative in the House of Representatives.  One distinct difference and 

perhaps the reason why term limits are not needed for Congress is that voters must elect 

individuals to represent them every two years in the House of Representatives and every 

two years 1/3 of the Senate is up for election.  The key in congressional elections is that 

the voters must properly evaluate who is serving their interests and the interest of the 

country not their political party.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 30 

Amendment 23 – Ratified 3/29/1961 

“1:  The District constituting the seat of government of the United States shall appoint in 

such manner as the Congress may direct:   A number of electors of President and Vice 

President equal to the whole number of Senators and Representatives in Congress to 

which the District would be entitled if it were a state, but in no event more than the least 

populous state; they shall be in addition to those appointed by the states, but they shall be 

considered, for the purposes of the election of President and Vice President, to be 

electors appointed by a state; and they shall meet in the District and perform such duties 

as provided by the twelfth article of amendment.” 

“2:  The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.” 

This amendment needs no explanation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 31 

Amendment 24 – Ratified 1/23/1964 

 

“The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other election for 

President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, or for Senator or 

Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any 

state by reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.” 

“2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.” 

This amendment made significant changes to the Constitution as it provides citizens the 

right to vote in in primary or other elections for such offices as President or Vice 

President, electors for President or Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in 

Congress.    

     The right to vote provided in the Constitution should never be impeded but the 

integrity of the vote is something which needs to be in place.  Individuals should provide 

proper identification of some type to not only validate who they are but that they have the 

right to vote at the location where they wish to cast their ballot. 

      Voting laws have added requirements to this portion of the Constitution and many if 

not all of them provide some extra conditions which secure the integrity of the votes cast.  

Court cases have been generated regarding extra controls for which states not only have 

the right but have the responsibility validate identification of voters. 

     The federal government under this amendment does have some responsibility to 

ensure no individual is denied their right to vote if they meet the eligibility conditions.  

The federal government does not have the authority or responsibility to impede 

conditions which states have generated to ensure the integrity of the vote. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 32 

Amendment 25 – Ratified 2/10/1967 

 

“In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or resignation, the 

Vice President hall become President.” 

“2: Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the President shall 

nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of 

both Houses of Congress.” 

“3:  Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the 

Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that he is unable to 

discharge the powers and duties of his office, and until he transmits to them a written 

declaration to the contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice 

President as Acting President.” 

“4:  Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the 

executive departments or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit to 

the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives 

their written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of 

his office, the Vice President shall immediately assume the powers and duties of the 

office as Acting President.” 

“Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and 

the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that no inability 

exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of his office unless the Vice President and a 

majority of either the principal officers of the executive department or of such other body 

as Congress may by law provide, transmit within four days to the President pro tempore 

of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration 

that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon 

Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if 

not in session.  If the Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter written 

declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days after Congress is 

required to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the President is 

unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall continue 

to discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise, the President shall resume the 

powers and duties of his office. “ 



 

 

This amendment lays out the process of filling the office of President if an individual is 

unable to continue the duties entrusted in the office.  This can be a temporary time period 

or it can be more permanent as with the death of a President which has occurred more 

than once.  This is an important distinction which has been added to the Constitution.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 33 

Amendment 26 – Ratified 7/1/1991 

“The right of citizens of the United States, who are 18 years of age or older, to vote, shall 

not be denied or abridged by the United States or any state on account of age.”   

 

“The Congress shall have the power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.” 

 

     This amendment identifies the age at which an individual may vote and that no one 

shall be denied their opportunity to vote.  One thing which is not identified and is 

contained within our election laws is the fact that those who have committed felons have 

lost their opportunity to vote in some states while others provide for restoring the right to 

vote after meeting specific criteria. 

    The basic concept in this amendment is that no individual can be denied the right to 

vote based on their age if they are 18 but it leaves open the right of states to impose other 

restrictions such as individuals who have committed felonies.  The right to vote in the 

beginning of our country was left to land owners and women did not have the right to 

vote when our country first began.  This was changed by Amendment 19. 

     Age has not been a factor in allowing individuals the right to vote but it is important 

to ensure that those exercising their right to vote be validated.  One important point of 

this portion of the Constitution is that individuals must be citizens of the United States.  

Several states have passed certain conditions in determining the person voting is the 

person they say there are.  One of these conditions is some sort of identification to verify 

the individual is who they say they are.  Voter ID has been an issue with regards to this 

requirement and the federal government has taken some states to court. 

     The right to vote as noted above should not be denied and government taking states to 

court to fight voter id laws is using the denial aspect of this amendment in their argument 

before the courts.  Voter id laws are not an action to deny individuals from voting but to 

ensure those that are voting have the right to do and meet the eligibility requirements.  

This involves ensuring the person voting is who they say they are and another condition 

is to ensure voters are voting in the state or precincts where they are residents.  Voter 

fraud is a big concern in many places which is why some form of voter id is necessary to 

ensure the integrity of the election process. 

 

 

   

 

 



 

 

Chapter 34 

Amendment 27 – Ratified 5/7/1992 

“No law varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and Representatives shall take 

effect until an election of Representatives shall have intervened.” 

     This is not a long amendment but was needed to keep our elected officials from passing pay 

raises which would not take effect until the next election cycle.  Pay raises are often passed by 

Congress but they do not take effect until after the next election cycle.  With regards to the 

House of Representatives each individual is up for election every two years and they will not see 

a raise unless they are reelected.  In the Senate 1/3 of the Senators are elected every two years 

and the same rule applies though it is limited to 1/3 of the Senate with respect to an increase in 

salary. 

     .     
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